


1. After reading through the text, who is responsible for Job’s suffering—Job, God or Satan? 

2. Which answer would be more unsettling? 

3. Do a word search for “Satan” in the book of Job. In which chapters is his name found? 

4. Consult the following verses. What does each one reveal about why we suffer? 

• 2 Timothy 3:13 

• Amos 4:6-11 

• Deuteronomy 28:15-20 

• Genesis 4:8 

• Ecclesiastes 9:11-12 

• John 9:1-3 

5. For which reason is Job suffering? 



1. Job curses his birth (3:3–10), he longs for death (3:11–19), he deplores life (3:20–23) and 

ends with a moan (3:24–26). Which of Job’s statements makes you most uncomfortable? 

Why? 

2. Compare Job’s lament to the passages listed below. Is it permissible that these people of 

faith would utter such grievances? 

• Jeremiah 20:14-18 

• Lamentations 3:1-18 

• Matthew 27:46 

 

 

 

3. What Does Job believe about death? Is it consistent with what the Bible teaches? 

 

 

 

4. Eliphaz poses two questions: “Who that was innocent ever perished?” (4:7) And, “Can mor-

tal man be right before God?” (4:17) Imagine it was next your turn to speak. How would 

you answer these questions? 



1. Job rhetorically asserts, “I’m not made of stone or bronze” (6:12). Therefore, he is not im-

pervious and responds emotionally. Which do you believe is preferred by the modern 

American Christian—to approach suffering with detached intellect or raw emotion?  

2. Even though only Eliphaz has spoken, Job can already tell that the men around him are 

hardly acting as friends (6:14-23). From this section, create a list of expectations from a 

friend in a time of need? 

3. Summarize Job’s argument 7:11-21 in one sentence.  

4. Bildad poses the question, “Is God just?” (8:3). Has God has been just throughout Job’s  

situation? Explain your answer.  



1. The court room illustration has begun (9:3,15,32-33). Job’s wish is that he would have a 

chance to plead his case. Yet he concludes that it may not be a fair trial. Search the chapter 

and list the difficulties Job sees in defending his case.  

2. Job confesses much of the unmatchable greatness of God (9:4-12). List the three descrip-

tions of God that most humble you.  

3. God is describes as both the creator and the destroyer (10:8). How can he be both? 

4. Zophar takes a different tactic than his friends. He asserts that Job deserves much worse 

(11:6). Try to put yourself in Zophar’s sandals. Why would he come to that conclusion? 



1. Job answers the “wisdom” of his friends is the wisdom throughout creation (12:7-12) and 

the wisdom of God (12:13-25). In essence he says, “You’re smart, but you don’t have a mo-

nopoly on wisdom.” Well meaning people will pretend to have all the answers when the 

crisis is not their own. What checks and balances should be used when receiving instruc-

tion even from seemingly wise teachers? 

2. Job accuses his friends of misrepresenting God (13:1-12), therefore he requests that they 

be silent so that he can make his case to God directly (13:13-17). What kinds of things 

might a Christian say in a bad situation that put words in God’s mouth? 

3. Job is ready to ask God a list of questions (13:23-28) if God would first remove the punish-

ment and be present (13:20-21). If you were hurting and you asked God for his presence 

and to remove his punishment, how would you know if God said yes? 

4. A tree served to Job as an illustration of resurrection in nature (14:7-9), but he contrasted 

that with what he believes the hope of man (14:10-17). Jesus also pointed to nature to 

prove resurrection through a grain of wheat (John 12:24). What else have you observed in 

nature that glimpses resurrection? 



1. Eliphaz claims that Job’s words “are doing away with the fear of God” (15:4), serve to con-

demn Job rather than commend him (15:6), and turn his spirit against God (15:13). In 

short, he accuses Job because of his questions. In your own pain you may wonder, “Do I 

have the right to question God?” How would you answer that question? 

2. Job calls his friends “miserable comforters” (16:2). Put yourself into the position of one 

who is trying to help the hurting. What characteristics of a good comforter? 

3. Job feels that he is in God’s crosshairs (16:6-17). Count how many different ways Job de-

clares, “God is attacking me.” 

4. Job asks, “Where is my hope?” (17:15) Many who hurt feel like they are in a hopeless situ-

ation. What could you say to give hope to someone who feels that they have none? 



1. Both Bildad (18:5-21) and Zophar (20:1-29) contend that God punishes the wicked. Search 

their speeches. What do they say that is inaccurate? 

2. Every member of Job’s family has abandoned him (29:13-22). Often those going through 

great difficulty feel incredibly alone. Why is pain so isolating? 

3. A “redeemer” was the nearest family member to the one in distress, responsible either to 

give financial help (Leviticus 19:25) or avenge a crime (Numbers 35:19). Which function of 

a “redeemer” do you think Job is hoping for? 

4. What does Job’s hope for a redeemer teach about the work of Jesus Christ? (See Titus  

2:13-14).  



 

1. Contrary to the assertions of the friends, Job contends that the wicked do in fact live long, 

happy and successful lives (21:2-16). If Job were alive today, would he still conclude that 

the wicked prosper? What evidence would he cite? 

2. Eliphaz dispenses with insinuation in favor of directly accusing Job of several specific sins 

(22:5-11). What do each of the specific charges have in common?  

3. Job suggests he has gone out on a search party looking for God. He has gone forward and 

backward, right and left (23:8-9). This illustrates the question, “Where is God when I 

hurt?” Why does he feel far away during times of pain? 

4. After a litany of sins, Job declares, “Yet God charges no one with wrong” (24:12). Does the 

existence of the prosperous sinner in some way cast doubt on God’s justice? Explain your 

answer. 



1. Bildad asks a good question, “How then can man be right before God?” (25:4). But has he 

gone to far to conclude that man is a maggot and a worm (25:6)? Explain your answer.  

2. Summarize Job’s declaration (2:1-14) in one sentence.  

3. One might conclude, “Since the wicked prosper (cf. 21:2-16), it is more advantageous to be 

wicked. Live for the here and the now.” Search Job’s next speech (27:1-23). What addition-

al information leads Job to believe it is better to live in righteousness and with integrity? 

4. Use 28:1-28 to complete the sentence: Wisdom is…  



1. Job recalls his former glory “in the months of old” (29:2)—the times before the events of 

Chapter One. From his description (29:1-25), try to create a picture for what a normal day 

would have looked like in the life of Job.  

2. Beginning with the words, “But now,” (30:1) Job turns to describe his current situation. 

Much of this description is an exact reversal of his former glory. Compare 29:1-25 to 30:1-

31 and list the things that are opposite. 

3. The last words of Job are a defense of his integrity. Use this section (31:1-40) to list the 

specific examples of his righteousness.  

4. Based on Job’s description of himself, define “integrity.” 



1. When God answers at the end of the book He rebukes Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar, saying, 

“For you have not spoken what is right as my servant Job has” (42:7-9). Elihu is not men-

tioned either as positive or negative. How should this shape our interpretation of his 

speech? Is this a tacit approval of Elihu’s words, or is he simply deserving of less rebuke?  

2. Job is twice rebuked by Elihu for protesting his innocence (33:8-12), and for speaking emp-

ty words (35:13-16). Is Elihu acting any different from the three friends? Explain your an-

swer. 

3. Elihu contends that God communicates in two ways— through dreams (33:15-18), and 

through pain (33:19-28). The purpose of both is to lead the man to repentance (33:17, 26-

28). A person should ask in going through a trial, “Is God trying to get my attention?” How 

might a person conclude that their pain is meant to be corrective? 

4. Elihu asks Job to consider God’s power over creation (37:14-18), much as God will do in 

the following chapters. Why is it valuable to consider God’s power during times of dis-

tress? 



1. Job has already mentioned many of the truths that God now contends (Job 9:1-13; Job 38-

41). If Job already knew the power of God, what is the benefit of God describing it to him 

now? 

2. God’s first response to Job consists of God’s power over the elements (38:1-38) and his 

power to sustain created animals (38:39-39:30). What impression do you have of God after 

this list of his works?  

3. List the things God challenges Job to do (40:10-14). Which of these do you feel capable of 

doing? 

4. God also shows his power over the great beasts, Behemoth (40:15-24), and Leviathan 

(41:1-34). In these, God is drawing on creation myths from other religions. What is the val-

ue in borrowing from other religions to prove God’s power? 



1. Rewrite Job’s response to God (42:1-6) in your own words. 

2. Despite all of Job’s questions and raging, God declares that Job has spoken what is right 

(42:7,8). How can we apply the principle of this passage to our own times of suffering? 

3. The central point of God’s verdict (42:7-9) is that the righteous Job must now intercede on 

behalf of those who condemned him. How likely would it be that you would pray for the 

forgiveness of those who verbally abused you?  

4. List everything that God grants to Job at the end of the book (41:10-17) 

5. In the 2003 film, Bruce Almighty, a man is given the powers of God and is allowed to do as 

he pleases. If you were given such power, how would you have changed the story of Job?  


